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and had touched him with her hand; but it was not her pity
he wanted; he wanted her admiration; he wanted her respect;
he wanted her hero-worship.
"It'll be a shame to- keep Tossie waiting," she said suddenly.
"But listen; if we didn't bother about the stone any more we
could go round by the Two Oaks. There'll be plenty of time, if
we go back by Bove Town and straight down High Street. Oh,
let's do that, Ned."
At this point, while seVeral invisible blackbirds were answer-
ing one another from the purple distance, Lady Rachel offered
the boy her hand.
"Let's run down," she whispered.
Athling proved to be more skilful in guiding a girl past
mole-hills and rabbit-holes, as they stumbled down that uneven
slope, than he had been at lifting logs for her sake. Their speed
gathered and gathered till they were racing with dangerous ra-
pidity through bracken and bent, past thorn bushes and gorse
thickets, over elm stumps, under red-barked Scotch firs, by little
clumps of elder, mingled with holly. He guided her so well that
they reached the bottom without mishap.
"Let's go to the Oaks before we hit the road," she whispered,
slipping her warm ungloved hand out of his and shaking the
seeds and straws from her skirt.
He would have gone further than to the Oaks "before they
hit the road" if it meant the prolonging of their day. That hold-
ing her hand had given him such oblivious satisfaction that all
he wanted now was to remain at her side and forget both grass-
grown logs and Ambrosianus Merlinus.
"Oh, there are people there!" cried Rachel, "what a pity!
Well, we'll go straight to the road now and get home. We should
probably have made ourselves late if we'd gone down there."
The "people" Lady Rachel had seen were, as a matter of fact,
none other than Sam and Nell.
Will Zoyland had been warned of a crowd of sightseers ex-
pected at Wookey on this May Day, though it was no official
holiday, so he had written to Nell putting off a visit home which
he had proposed to make. Nell had promptly communicated
with Sam and they had arranged a meeting at this spot. Nell